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32 Cambridge Street
Overview:

32 Cambridge is conceived as a blend of the old and the new:  the adaptive reuse of 
the industrial structure fronting Cambridge Street, in combination with a new struc-
ture at the rear of the site with frontage on Rutherford Avenue.  The scale and de-
sign of the new structure are intended to complement the existing building, and to 
acknowledge the industrial character of the area.  The existing building is designed 
to provide retail space along its street frontage, helping to enliven this stretch of the 
street across from the MBTA’s Sullivan Square Station. A glassy connector element will 
link the two buildings, envisioned with a contemporary graphic to convey the history 
of the site. Amenity spaces in the new structure will serve 171 residential rental units 
in both buildings. 

•	 32 Cambridge Street (existing) is three stories with a basement, and will be reno-
vated to include loft-style residential units. Apartment “lofts” in the existing build-
ing will feature tall ceilings and large windows.  Plan layouts will include efficient 
kitchens, sliding panel doors, in-unit washer/dryers and individual heat and cool-
ing systems.  Interior unit walls will be partial-height to maximize daylight.

•	 The new building consists of a U-shaped structure surrounding a south-facing 
landscaped courtyard. The building construction will consist of 4 stories of mod-
ular wood (type 5A) construction over a one-story steel and concrete podium 
containing the structured parking. Building materials will invoke the former indus-
trial uses at the site, employing corrugated metal panels, glazed tiles, and large 
windows.

Amenity spaces in the new structure will serve both buildings. The sun-filled court-
yard, including both landscaped areas and hardscape, will provide several sitting ar-
eas, an outdoor grill and a firepit.  A roof deck will be located on the east wing of the 
building with views to downtown Boston.

The site plan features three key spaces, the Entry Court off Cambridge Street, the 
Residential Courtyard, and the Rutherford Pocket Park. Visitors to the site will enter 
from Cambridge Street, into a parking court that allows flexible programming of the 
space for events or other uses. Along Rutherford Avenue, a planting bed will buffer 
the street edge, while a gate for residents provides entry into the complex adjacent 
to a small pocket public park, with salvaged granite boulders acting as sculptural 
features in the winter months. The Residential Courtyard features both private and 
shared uses. Using contemporary and durable materials, the aesthetic for these spac-
es is meant to compliment the architecture of the existing Graphics Arts building and 
its new companion housing.

Structured parking for 98 cars will be provided at ground level in under the new build-
ing, entered from D Street. Surface parking in the entry court off Cambridge Street 
will add approximately 13 resident and approximately 3 retail parking spaces, for a 
total of up to approximately 114 spaces.
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Site Locus
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Rutherford Avenue Disposition Study 1999

Site Context
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Site Plan
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Street-Level Views of Proposed

View looking south on Rutherford Avenue



32 Cambridge Street
Charlestown, MA - February, 2016

 
Street-Level Views of Proposed

Entry Court - Cambridge Street
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Street-Level Views of Proposed

View looking north along Rutherford Avenue
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Building Floor Plans

Typical Floor Plan

Basement + Parking Level Plan

Existing Building A: Floors 2 + 3

New Building B: Floors 2, 3 + 4

Building A: 
Re-use Existing Graphic Arts Building

Building B: 
New Construction

Existing Building A: Basement Level

New Building B: Parking Level

Roof Plan

Existing Building A: Roof

New Building B: Roof
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Building A (Existing) Building B (New Construction)

Section through Proposed Buildings
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Building Elevations

Elevations
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Building Elevations


